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WIND: 
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SSDI has constructed and/or 
installed three assessment tow- 
ers throughout the territory to 
measure wind speed and direc- 
tion a t  10 and 30 meters high, 
with computerized collection of 
data at least every 10 seconds, 
with hourly and daily averages 
on a 24-hour-a-day basis. The 
St. John tower, however, will 
soon be measuring wind speed 
and direction a t  30 and 60 
meters. 

Data acquired by this system 
will allow wind energy produc- 
ers to ascertain whether there is 
enough wind at these sites for 
power production. 

"It's a pleasure to be working 
on this." said Patrick Mahoney, 
a licensed engineer and presi- 
dent of Energy Answers 
Corporation. 

A resident of St. Croix for the 
past four years. Mahoney said it 
i s  obvious there are  wind 
resources in the territory, since 
a t  one point the sugar cane 
plantations used windmills as 
a n  important and necessary 
aspect for their success. 
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SSDI President Onaje Jackson Margo Guda, a consultant to 

"Everybody knows that  the 
wind blows." she said. 'So we 
said, we should use this energy." 

Guda said Curacao now has 
two successful wind farms - 
the first which started in 1993 
and the second only a few years 
ago. 

'They were innovative and pro- 
gressive," she said. "It came very 
beautifully together." 

Guda said that the wind f m s  
contribute about 6.5 percentage 
of the electrical energy on 
Curacao. That may not sound 
like much to most people, but to 
utility providers, that is "siz- 
able." she said. 

Alberta Bruno-Vega. WAPA 
executive director, was also pre- 
sent Saturday. He said that look- 
ing a t  renewable energy 
resources like wind and solar 
energy are "a giant leap for the 
Virgin Islands community as a 
whole." 

the future will be brighter." 
According to a VIEO newslet- 

ter, wind energy is a form of 
solar energy produced by 
uneven heating of the earth's 
surface. Wind resources are best 
along coastlines and on hills. 
but usable wind resources can 
be found in most areas. Wind 
energy as a power source is less 
predictable than solar energy, 
but it is also typically available 
for more hours in a given day. 

Wind energy should be con- 
sidered more carefully than 
solar energy, according to VIEO. 
because wind resources are  
influenced by terrain and other 
factors that make it more site 
specific than solar energy. 

The VIEO has conducted wind 
speed and direction observa- 
tions a t  various locations 
throughout the Virgin Islands. 
Readings collected from the 
Renewable Enerev Data 

said the earlier collection of 
wind resource data began in 
June. On St. Thomas and St. 
John, they have been collecting 
information for about three 
months, and on St. Croix, for 
about two weeks. The plan is to 
gather data for up to a year. 
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